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LETTER FROM EDITOR IN CHIEF

Welcome from the
National Coordinator

By Loretta J. Ross, SisterSong

isisaspecialeditionofCollectiveVoicesdevotedtotheintersection

between Reproductive Justice (RJ) and Environmental Justice (EJ).

There is increasing concern about climate change and its impact

on our society, but Indigenous nations and communities of color

disproportionately shoulder the burden of the negative effects of

long-term environmental degradation, and this is rarely mentioned in the

mainstream media. Five hundred years of colonization and oppression have

resulted in the poisoning of our communities and land and the genocide

of our peoples. Instead, we are the targets of misguided and racist efforts

at population control as if we are responsible for the environmental and
reproductive injustices we endure.

One only has to remember Hurricanes Katrina, Andrew, Ike, and Gustav
torealize that global warming is producing stronger storms and vulnerable
people of color live and work in the paths of the destruction. Even without
cataclysmic events like hurricanes, people of color often live in the most
toxic neighborhoods, have less access to healthy food and water, work the
most dangerous jobs, and have many health disparities due to inadequate
access to quality health care. Evidence is also mounting that chemicals in
our everyday environment from the food we eat, to the cleaners we use,
to the products we buy, to the communities in which we live - threaten
our reproductive health and the health of our families and communities.

With supportfromthe CedarTree Foundation, SisterSonginitiated amulti-
yearRJ+EJProjectin2008tobuildbridgesbetweentheRJandEJmovements
amongwomen of color.Weundertookthisworkbecause environmentaland
reproductivejusticeare presently organized as separateand distincthuman
rightsmovements, yetitisIndigenous peopleand women of colorwho stand
attheintersectionsofthesemovements,linkednotonlybyourbodies,gender
and sexuality, but also concerned about the environments in which we live,
work and raise our families.

Luz Guerra of Austin, Texas is SisterSong’s RJ+EJ Project Coordinator. A
Working Group of 25 activists to outline the scope of work was convened
in August 2008 by Anuja Mendiratta and Luretha Senyo-Mensah. A follow-
up Task Force to develop the reports and trainings will meet several times
in 2009. For more information, contact Luz@sistersong.net.
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Call the NAF Hotline for:

options counseling,
funding assistance, and
referrals to qualty

abortion providers.
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Women’s

Health -
Specialists /INNY
The Feminist Women's Health Cantess of Calliomia

Over 30 Years
of Women's Health
in Women's Hands
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The Feminist Women's Health Centers of Caltformia

= & nen-profit organizmtion dedicated to providing
women-controlled hedlth are and advomting all
options for all women.

Only with dignity and freedom of cholce an women
achieve their full potential.




Jhuman rights, and
your community. Intervewees receive
a $20 gift card. Interested? For
details, call 1-888-329-8180 (toll free) or
email zakiyal@umich.edu with your
contact info.





